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"AGE OF ELCE BUILDINGS 


i] but one of the seven buildings was built with Church Extension Funds. Which one was not ? 


Jesus and You in the New Year 


Eight days after our Saviour was 
born in Bethlehem’s stable, He was 
circumcised according to the Law of 
Moses, and given the name _ Jesus 
as the angel had directed. Eight days 
after Christmas we begin the New 
Year. 

At the beginning of a new year 
people usually take stock of them- 
selves and of their lives. Looking 
back, they take note of their failures, 
and resolve to change in the coming 
year. Looking forward, they wonder 
wistfully what the new year will 
bring and how they are going to meet 
its daily challenges. 

As a Christian begins another year, 
he naturally turns to his God for 
guidance and help; he turns to the 
pages of Holy Scripture for advice 
and direction; he kneels in prayer 
as he bows in humble submission to 
his Lord’s will. To him the letters 
A.D. after the figures 1962 really 
mean something; it is another year of 
our Lord, and he does not want to 
enter it without Him. 

The fact that the Festival of the 
Circumcision and the Naming of 
Jesus falls on New Year’s Day will 
give direction to our present 
thoughts. It reminds us that Jesus 
is our Saviour and our Lord, and 
that there will not be a single day in 
the New Year when we shall not 
have need of Him. 


The Need for Forgiveness 

No matter how many well- 
intentioned resolutions we may make, 
nor how fervently we strive to keep 
them, we are going to fail in the one 
thing that really counts: obedience 
to our God. And that means that we 
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by Roger Winger, Tottenhar 


will sin, for sin is disobedience t 
God. 
It is not fatalism, but realism 
which makes us say this. One loo 
at 1961 is enough. We sled 
Lord miserably in the past year. A 
there not many things we would f 
rather forget? Don’t we hide o 
faces in shame when we think of 
those thoughts, words, and dee 
which have offended our Father 1 
heaven? Weren’t there plenty o 
times when He was deeply dis 
appointed in us? At the end of i 
all we can only plead, “God b: 
merciful to me a sinner”. . 
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Whiter Than Snow ; 

Each day of the New Year we wi 
need forgiveness. And, thanks be t 
God, forgiveness abounds in Chri 
Jesus. He was given the nami 
Jesus, “for He shall save His peopl! 
from their sins”. Shedding the fir 
drop of His precious blood at Hi 
circumcision, He began the ae 
works which culminated on Calvary 
cross, where He paid the suprems 
sacrifice in order that our sins might 
be blotted out. 

On New Year’s Day, 1962, snow 
blanketed the ground in London for 
the first time in years. The ugl* 
features of the ground in garden 
and parks, barren of flowers ané 
lacking summer’s coat of man» 
colours, were given a new beauty by 
the fresh, white snow which coveree 
everything. Just so our Saviour” 
blood blots out our transgressions: 
covering our ugly sinful selves in ths 
pure white robes of His righteousness: 
We are reminded of Isaiah’s words: 
“Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
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ll be as white as snow.” Is. 1:18. 
Christ we can be sure that the sins 
#) he coming year will be completely 
tted out forever. 
f the prospect of another year of 
ure before God is a cheerless 
Wught, take heart in the knowledge 
't in Christ Jesus there is unlimited 
i giveness. 
intering a new year is like setting 
on a foggy journey over an 
§known road. One just does not 
ow what lies ahead; the road dis- 
§dears into nothingness, enshrouded 
i the fog of uncertainty and 
torance. With apprehension, we 
mder what lies ahead—prosperity, 
versity, success, failure, accident, 
ppiness, life, or even death? 
norance sometimes breeds fear. If 
ly we could know the way! If 
ly we could find a guide! 


In Jesus we have the One we seek. 
For this Jesus, who is our Saviour, is 
also the Lord of all creation. For 
Him, the future is not enshrouded in 
fog or mist; it is perfectly clear. 
Come February, July, or December, 
He is already there, waiting to show 
the way. And since He is Lord of 
all, not one day will dawn without 
His divine approval; not one moment 
will tick by, and He will not know 
it. He is not merely the Guide, but 
the Ruler ! 


With loving reassurances He pro- 
mises, “Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world,” 
(Matt. 28 :20) yes, even unto the end 
of 1962. Enter into the new year with 
Jesus as your Lord, and let Him take 
your hand and walk with you as 
your Friend every step of the way. 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Louis Launer, Holy 
Trinity, London, who died on 11 December at 57 years from Mr. JAG. 
Dunsbier, Pastor and Mrs. R. Winger, Mr. and Mrs. A. Brooke, Miss J. 
Preston, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Smith, Mrs. G. Lutz, Mr. Bruce Grinager, 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Dickens, Dr. and Mrs. E. Geo. Pearce, Mr. and Mrs. 
A. Flemming, Anonymous; total £14.10.0 for the Church Extension Fund; 
Anonymous: £11 for the Lutheran Hour. 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. V. Loebl, Luther- 
Tyndale, London, who died on 16 December at 90 years from Dr. and 
Mrs. E. Geo. Pearce, Mr. and Mrs. A. Flemming, Anonymous: total £4 
for the Church Extension Fund; Anonymous: £6.10.0 for the Lutheran 
Hour. 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Gladys Ahn, 
Holy Trinity, London, from Pastor and Mrs. R. Winger: £1 for the 
Church Extension Fund. 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Andrew, Holy 
Trinity, London, who died 11 October at 58 years from Pastor and Mrs. 
R. Winger: £1 for the Church Extension Fund. 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of Miss Hilda Klatte from 
Anonymous Friends: £0.10.0 for the Church Extension Fund. 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of his late wife, Frances 
Kuring, from the Rey. Justus Kuring of Chebanse, Illinois: £7.2.11 
for the Church Extension Fund. 
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BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER 


Having the child “done” 


“Mum, why did Mary and Joseph 
call their baby Jesus?” 

“Well, you remember that the 
Angel told Mary, ‘His name shall be 
called Jesus, for He shall save His 
people from their sins’. Joseph and 
Mary followed the instructions of the 
angel. When they took Him to the 
Temple, they called Him Jesus.” 

“What did they do in the Temple 
then?” Barbara asked again. 

“Let me try,” said Mr. Smith. 
“When a Jewish family has a baby 
boy, they take him to the Temple to 
give him to God. The first of every- 
thing goes to the Temple and is set 
aside for holy use. The Old Testa- 
ment people used to take to the 
Temple all the first fruits of the har- 
vest and the first of everything that 
God gave them because they wanted 
to show they were thankful to God. 
That was commanded by the Law, 
and they were people who believed 
in that Law. They lived by it. Mary 
and Joseph were taking their baby to 
the Temple to fulfil the Law.” 

“Well done, Dad!” said Barbara, 
and then asked how he knew all this. 
He admitted he had once asked a 
similar question in the Bible Instruc- 
ton Class. 

They continued discussing this for 
a while after tea, then the subject 
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lady up the street who had a b: 


our Pastor would christen her ball 
She said she felt she ought to hz 
the child done before it got too c 
“I said I didn’t know what to s 
but that she would bave to ask 3 
astor. We got to talking and 
asked her why she wanted to ha 
the baby ‘done’. 


was proper and she was going to ; 
to find someone who would do ith 
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“Yes,’ Mrs. Smith answered 
ckly, “and she agreed with me 
t it was serious, but I don’t know 
t she knew what was serious about 


‘Why do we baptize children, any- 
?” asked Barbara. 

‘Well, dear, it’s like I told the lady 
s afternoon. Jesus commanded us 
baptize in the words of that text 
sich I’m sure you know, ‘Go ye 
prefore and teach all nations, bap- 
Ping them in the name of the 
Pther and of the Son and of the 
‘Ply Ghost’. Where’s the catechism? 
Zot it out this afternoon—oh, you 
eit, John. Well, there’s a question 
there just like yours, Barbara.” 
“Yes,” Mr. Smith said, paging 
Jrough. “It’s on page 173, question 
pl. It really gives you the answer 
u want, Barbara, but let’s see if 
yur mother can give the same 
uswer without looking.” 

“All right, if you want to test me, 
ere goes. Let's see—Jesus com- 
anded us to baptize ‘all nations’, 
Ind children, even the littlest ones, 
e part of this general phrase, so that 
pans that they are included in 

sus command. Well, that’s one. 

ow, let’s see—oh yes—this one I’m 
ire you will also remember—all 
eople are sinners, and little child- 
sn have sin like everyone else, so 
ey need forgiveness of sins, too.” 
“Do you mean that even the little 
abies that have just been born have 
in?” asked Barbara. 

“Why, yes, Babs. The Bible says 
hat all men are sinners, and there is 
© one who is without sin. Bible 
vassages like these which we hear so 
en, ‘All have sinned and come 
tort of the glory of God’ and ‘There 
S none that doeth good, no, not 
ne. The Pastor uses them ever so 
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often in his sermons, because he 
always speaks about our sin and our 
need for forgiveness,” said Mr. Smith. 
“Anyway, where were we? Oh, 
little children need forgiveness of sins, 
because without forgiveness, they are 
not the children of God. Baptism 
brings forgiveness to them. They 
need to be baptized to receive this 
blessing. Now can I remember the 
third reason why babies should be 
baptized. Yes, they need baptism 
for their faith. They can believe. 
I remember the long discussion we 
had on the subject. Jesus speaks 
about ‘little ones which believe in 
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me. 


“How can they believe if they 
can’t understand ?” asked Barbara. 


“We know,” Mrs. Smith replied, 
“that we can’t teach them Bible 
verses, or stories out of the Bible, or 
the Apostles’ Creed, but we know 
also that through Baptism they have 
the Holy Ghost. What we cannot do 
in our limited earthly way, God can 
do, and does do. The Holy Ghost 
works in them through the Sacra- 
ment of Baptism to bring them to 
faith and to keep them there. It is 
the Holy Ghost to whom we look ' 
to create and sustain faith in the 
heart of a little child. Well, as a 
matter of fact, wherever there is faith 
in Christ, it has been put there by 
the Holy Spirit. We grown-ups can’t 
create faith in our own hearts. 
Whether we are seventy years or 
seven days, faith is a miracle, some- 
thing only God can do, and He does 
it in a baby through Baptism.” 

-““Well done, Mother,” said Mr. 
Smith as he handed the catechism to 
his daughter, satisfied that the ques- 
tion had been answered. : 
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News from our churches 
1962 Synod in Welsh capital 11-12 May 


For the first time in its existence, the ELCE will hold its annual churcl 
convention outside England. Wales’ 250,000 inhabitant capital, Cardiff 
will be host to the Eighth Annual Synod on Friday and Saturday, 11-1: 
May. 

The Synod is the annual general meeting of the congregations and missions whic! 
comprise the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England. During the two-day meeting 
delegates will worship together, elect officers and committee members whose term 
have expired, hear parochial and board reports, and debate resolutions submitte 
by congregations and other eligible bodies. According to the ELCE constitution 
congregations send two voting delegates, missions and boards two advisory delegate 
to the Synod. The sessions will take place in the new Lutheran church in Fairwate1 
dedicated last July. 

Members of the Executive Council whose 3-year terms expire at the 1962 Synos 
are Chairman, the Rev. E. Geo. Pearce, and two Councillors, the Rev. Arnold Rakov 
and Mr. Charles Fry. The Synod will also be asked to ratify the enlargement of th 
Church Extension Fund Committee, originally three men, to five. 

All ELCE congregations, missions, boards and other eligible bodies are asked t 
give early consideration to resolutions which they intend to submit for debate to th 
1962 Synod. Such resolutions must be in the hands of the Secretary, 42 Museun 


Street, London, W.C.1, not later than 31 January. 


4% ADJUSTMENT IN SALARIES 


In 1965, the average weekly wage of 
men over 21 in the United Kingdom was 
£11.15.4; in 1961, £15.1.0, according to 
figures issued by the Ministry of Labour. 
The Index of Wages for September 1956 
was 109, according to the same source, 
and 125 for September 1961. 

These figures were discussed by the 
Executive Council in their meeting on 
18 December. According to a _ policy 
adopted in 1959, the Council reviews 
pastors’ salaries once a year and adjusts 
them according to the rise or fall in the 
national Index of Wages. From Sep- 
tember 1960 to September 1961, this 
figure, supplied by the Ministry of Labour, 
rose from 120.7 to 125.4, a rise of 4%. 
In view of this, the Council authorised 
a 4% increase, beginning January 1962, 
for pastors it employs and recommended 
a similar adjustment by subsidised and 
self-supporting congregatiéns. The  in- 
crease raises the starting ELCE weekly 
salary of £12, set in 1956, to about 
£13:3:6, 


Projector for Plymouth 
After hearing the report of Mr. Eric 
Smith, Secretary, on his November trip 
to the United States, the Council agreed 
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to use the £205 given to Mr. Smith fo 
the ELCE by First Lutheran Church 
Omaha, Nebraska, to make available | 
16mm cine projector and a duplicatin; 
machine to the mission at Plymouth. Th 
Chairman was requested to express grati 
tude to the American congregation fo 
this and other substantial gifts in th 
past and to the Omaha layman, Mr. Ler 
Heine, for his generous offer to provid 
chancel furnishings for one of the nev 
churches. 


Sites Discussed 


The Council heard preliminary report 
on church sites in Scotland and Surrey 
and approved the application of St 
Timothy’s, Sunderland, to proceed with 
the purchase of a half-acre plot in Alex 
ander Road, Sunderland. Letters fron 
the architects at Cardiff advised tha 
the six-months’ maintenance period endec 
21 December. The Chairman wa 
asked to make the final inspection of th 
new building with the architect anc 
builder on that date. 


Mr. Taylor, Treasurer, reported tha 
the budgets and subsidy requests sub: 
mitted for 1962 by subsidised congrega 
tions had all been handed in. A commit 
tee was appointed to scrutinise the 
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ocuments and make recommendations to 
1e next Council meeting. 


/ATVIAN CHURCH LEADER DIES 


The Lutheran church in Britain lost 
ne of its most respected leaders when the 
Tery Reverend Dean Edgars Bergs of the 
vatvian Lutheran Church in Great 
jritain, died at his home in Fairfax Road, 
,ondon, N.W.6, on Saturday, December 
, at the age of 83. 

In his own country before the war, 
Yean Bergs was a popular radio preacher 
nd Dean of Riga Cathedral. A member 
ff the Lutheran Council of Great Britain 
ince 1948, he was head of his church 
n this country and Deputy-Archbishop of 
he Latvian Lutheran Church in Exile 
hroughout the world. 

A memorial service was held on Decem- 
yer 15 at Holy Trinity Church, Kingsway, 
ind he was buried the following day at 
srookwood Cemetery near Woking. 


N SCOTLAND—BUT WHERE? 


Where should the first ELCE church 
n Scotland be sited? In the romantic 
nountains of the Highlands, or in the 
lat, densely-populated Lowlands? If in 
he South, in intellectual Edinburgh 
population: 495,000) or in industrial 
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Glasgow (population: 1,100,000) with its 
mushrooming suburbs and satellites? If 
in the Glasgow area, Britain’s second 
largest city, where? In one of its nine 
massive post-war housing estates like 
Drumchapel or Castlemilk? Another 
Boreham Wood—or another Harlow? If 
in a New Town, should it be Cumber- 
nauld, 15 miles northeast, designated by 
Parliament in 1956 as the first in a second 
wave of British New Towns, where the 
planning is so advanced, so exciting, their 
architects say, that “Cumbernauld will 
make all the existing New Towns ob- 
solete, Mark 1 types’. Or should the first 
Scottish ELCE church rise in East Kil- 
bride, eight miles south, a New Town 
designated in 1947, the same year as 
Harlow? And if in East Kilbride, where 
a recent census shows that almost 82 per 
cent. of the population is under 40, and 
22 per cent. under five, where? In one 
of the completed neighbourhoods near 
the large Rolls Royce factory, or in one 
of the “extension areas’? where construc- 
tion is beginning now, to add another 
30,000 to the 50,000 population originally 
planned for the New Town. 

And, of course, population and plan- 
ning are only an introductory chapter 
to a whole thick volume of questions 
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Dateline cartoon 
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which have to be answered before the 
choice can be made. How many churches 
—and what kind—are in the area? What 
kind of people? Church-going? Home- 
owning? All in one industry? Good 
cross-section of the country? Relation of 
the site to public transportation, to other 
churches, to ELCE families (easy—that 
one!), to other Lutheran families? Etc., 
etc. 

Surveys over the past three years of 
Glasgow itself and of Cumbernauld, and 
enquiries now waiting answer from East 
Kilbride Development Corporation will 
give the Executive Council some of the 
information they will need to make an 
intelligent decision. Experience gained 
over seven short years at Ruislip and 
Grindon, Cardiff and Petts Wood, Bore- 
ham Wood and Sunderland, will give 
some of the other answers. But when all 
is said and done, when the Executive 
Council makes its decision where the first 
ELCE church in Scotland should be sited, 
it will be a decision of faith. 


Footnote: Remarked an official in the 
East Kilbride architects’ department, 
when shown a photograph (which he 
kept!) of the new Lutheran church at 
Cardiff as an example of ELCE building: 
“You won't have any trouble with our 
people—tf you build in that style, and 
to that finish!” 


KITCHEN PLANNING COMMITTEE 


Some months ago the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Lutheran Women’s League 


suggested to the Executive Council tha 
advice might well be taken on plannin 

kitchens for new churches from those wh 

actually use the kitchens. The Executiv 

Council discussed the proposal, agreed 
and suggested to the Executive Committe 

that they might wish to appoint a stand 
ing committee to advise the Council o 

better planning of kitchens. The Execu- 
tive Committee agreed and the Kitche 

Planning Committee was appointed: Mrs 
G. Humphreys (St. Andrews), Miss Marie 
Lawton (Luther-Tyndale), and Mrs. E. 
Geo. Pearce (St. Pauls). 


After their first meeting on 27 Decem- 
ber, the Committee stated: “The kitche 
at Cardiff is impossible—too small! Ruis- 
lip represents the minimum facilities if ou 
ladies are expected to cater for synods 
and conferences.” 


CALIFORNIA CHURCHMAN’S VISIT 


The Rev. Arthur C. Nitz, D.D., and 
his wife, visited ELCE headquarters at! 
42 Museum Street, London, W.C.1, and 
the churches at Boreham Wood and 
Ruislip during their two-day stay in 
London en route for the Third Conven- 
tion of the India Evangelical Lutheran 
Church at Ambur, North Arcot District, 
10-12 January. Dr. Nitz is Fourth Vice-. 
President of the Lutheran Church—Mis- 
souri Synod and pastor of the 1,000-: 
member St. Paulus Lutheran Church in 
San Francisco. 


THIS IS ENGLAND 
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Beginning with this issue, opposite page, readers of the “British Lutheran” will enjoy 
what readers round the wofld relish every Wednesday morning on the top of Column 
Seven among the advertisements that fill the Front Page of “The Times” of London— 
miniature essays which waft the breath of England today. 


The author is Mr. Kirkland Bridge, 63-year-old Church of England layman, who writes 
the essays as a method of advertising his church renovation business—“the jam”, he calls 
them, “to make more palatable the pill of our Church Restoration announcements”. 


We are grateful to Mr. Kirkland Bridge for his kind permission to reprint selected 
essays from the series. 
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